Community Coalition to Save Rural Hospitals

June 14, 2008

Dear Community Member,

We are writing to urge you to join the fight to save our rural health care system. The Government’s proposed Country Health Care Plan threatens to devastate the delivery of healthcare to 400 000 rural South Australians. We fear lives will be put at risk, country towns shattered and doctors and nurses forced out of their local communities. Help us protect lives and access to adequate hospitals and health services for country South Australians by voicing your concern with the Premier and Health Minister.

On Thursday June 6 Health Minister, John Hill, released South Australia’s Country Health Care Plan. The Plan outlines the Minister’s proposed changes to the way health care is delivered in rural South Australia. 

Under the Plan there would be four Regional Hospitals where it is expected all country patients will go for most high level medical care. These will be in Port Lincoln, Whyalla, Berri & Mount Gambier. Alongside these will be 11 Country Community Hospitals, at Barossa, Ceduna, Clare, Kingscote, Millicent, Murray Bridge, Naracoorte, Port Augusta, Port Pirie, Roxby Downs and Wallaroo. These hospitals may be able to manage obstetrics, surgery, mental health admissions and acute medical admissions.

Many other South Australian hospitals - up to 43 in total -WILL only have respite beds, palliative care and 24 hour “observation beds”. We strongly believe this will have a devastating effect on all rural communities in South Australia.

If you wish to add your voice of concern- please write to the Premier-

Mr Mike Rann, Fax  8463 3168 E-Mail premier@saugov.sa.gov.au 

Postal Address GPO Box 2343, ADELAIDE SA 5001 

with a copy to the Health Minister-

Mr John Hill,  Fax  8463 6277  E-Mail minister.health@health.sa.gov.au Postal Address GPO BOX 2555, ADELAIDE SA 5001.

Formal feedback about the plan can be delivered to the local hospital or online at http://www.health.sa.gov.au/Default.aspx?tabid=476
If emailing please also send to info@rdasa.com.au
Thank you for your support,

The Rural Doctors Association of South Australia

