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Tuesday 1 July 2008

NEW TASKFORCE FOR COUNTRY HEALTH PLAN
Health Minister John Hill today announced a new taskforce will be appointed to give advice to the Government on the scope of services to be provided at GP Plus Emergency Hospitals, in particular those hospitals where changes are likely to occur over the ten years of the plan.
He also released new analysis from the Department of Health on what hospitals are likely to be maintained at their current level over the ten years of the Health Care Plan.

Only 14 GP Plus Emergency Hospitals are likely to see changes to the acute care admissions over the ten years of the plan. This will be dependent upon workforce, and safety and quality compliance. The taskforce will be appointed to provide advice to the Minister on the services to be available at these hospitals.
For the first time SA will have an integrated country health system through the plan, with the State’s 66 country hospitals combined into a three-tier health system, with four key strategic country general hospitals, at Berri, Whyalla, Port Lincoln and Mount Gambier, complemented by community hospitals in larger regional towns, and GP Plus Emergency Hospitals in smaller communities.

“I’ve been saying from day one that this is a ten year plan – not a ten minute plan,” Minister Hill said.

“This plan has been out for consultation with the community, but given the uncertainty that has been communicated to me I believe further certainty is required – particularly about changes for GP Plus Emergency Hospitals.

“I’ve listened to the concerns that many communities have that this Plan could mean immediate changes to their health service.
“I want to put on the record again that this Plan will deliver better health outcomes for country South Australians with more services in the country – not less.

“Under this Plan every hospital will stay open and will maintain emergency services.
“And there will be a relatively small number of hospitals that will see any change in the short term.

Of the 43 GP Plus Emergency Hospitals:

· 13 hospitals have a stable workforce, population and activity and therefore will continue with the current services available
· 3 hospitals have a stable workforce, population and activity and provide a broader range of services including birthing and/or surgical.  These services will also continue their current service profile.

· 13 hospitals undertaking birthing and / or surgery that may change over the 10 years subject to workforce and safety and quality compliance but will maintain medical acute admissions.
· 14 hospitals where medical acute admissions may change over the 10 years subject to workforce and safety and quality compliance
“All of these categories will be for consultation as part of the plan and all depend on workforce being available and safety and quality compliance,’’ Minister Hill said.

“For those hospitals that may see changes over the ten years of the plan, I will be appointing a taskforce to advise me on the services that should be provided at these hospitals.

“This taskforce will include representatives of doctors, nurses, state and local government.

“I will expect that this taskforce will visit and meet with the communities concerned and have detailed discussions with local doctors, other health professionals and the local Health Advisory Council.
“I will be asking the Rural Doctors Association to take part in this taskforce, and work with us on the detail of the Country Health Care Plan, rather than running a political campaign. 

“I will also be asking the ANF to be part of the taskforce.

“The taskforce will begin its work this month and undertake its analysis over six months.

“Meanwhile, the consultation on the country health care plan will continue, with public comment available to be made until 31 July.”

COUNTRY HEALTH CARE PLAN FAST FACTS

· No country hospital will close

· All hospitals will maintain emergency services

· Primary health services to improve across all hospitals

· More complex services to be provided in the country, meaning less people will need to travel to Adelaide for treatment

· $56 million capital works upgrade to Berri and Whyalla, on top of previously announced upgrades to Port Pirie and Ceduna

· Country health funding is up to $680 million this year, up 55% since the Liberals were in power

· Only 14 GP Plus Emergency Hospitals likely to see changes to acute admissions during the ten years of the plan. A taskforce will be appointed to provide advice to the Minister on the services to be available at these hospitals.

GP PLUS EMERGENCY HOSPITALS

GP Emergency Hospitals that have a stable workforce, population and activity and therefore will continue current mix of aged and acute care service profile.

Kingston

Port Broughton

Cleve

Coober Pedy

Laura

Maitland

Mannum

Meningie

Penola

Riverton

Tumby Bay
Wudinna
Minlaton (currently no acute admissions)

GP Plus Emergency Hospitals that Hospitals that also have a stable workforce, population and activity and provide a broader range of services including birthing and/or surgical.  These services will also continue their current service profile.

Crystal Brook

Jamestown

Bordertown

GP Plus Emergency Hospitals currently undertaking birthing and / or surgery that may change over the 10 years subject to workforce and safety and quality compliance but will maintain medical acute admissions.

Quorn

Peterborough

Streaky Bay

Booleroo Centre

Cummins

Kapunda*

Strathalbyn

Balaklava
Loxton

Waikerie
Renmark

Yorketown

Mount Pleasant

GP Plus Emergency Hospitals where medical acute admissions may change over the 10 years subject to workforce and safety and quality compliance

Elliston

Eudunda*

Karoonda

Snowtown

Cowell

Hawker

Kimba

Tailem Bend

Orroroo

Burra

Gumeracha

Pinnaroo

Barmera
Lameroo

*Subject to construction of new Barossa Hospital
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For further information contact Catherine Hockley on 8463 3463 or 0422 004 434


